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This illustration describes the flow of radiant energy as heat between the sun, roof surface, building interior, and
surroundings. The higher the solar reflectance, the more solar energy is reflected away from the roof surface. Some of

the solar energy is absorbed by the roof as heat. The higher the thermal emittance, the more of this absorbed heat is
radiated away from the roof surface. IMAGE CREDIT: COOL ROOF RATING COUNCIL.



